[Aneurysms of the abdominal aorta in elderly patients].
Aneurysms of the abdominal aorta are often diagnosed in the over-75s. Although for many Authors the presence of risk factors such as cardiopathies, cerebrovascular problems, renal or respiratory insufficiency, which are clearly more frequent in elderly patients, represent a contraindication to the intervention of choice, personal experience has shown that surgery remains the best solution. In fact, in a group of patients operated on for aneurysm of the abdominal aorta in a heart, no significant differences in age-related mortality were observed. Surgery therefore remains the treatment of choice in the elderly too for it must also be remembered that the natural history of the disease has shown that, in a comparatively short time, the aneurysm ruptures and operating mortality is markedly higher.